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gotten by which I might be oppressed, nor any method
untried to procure accusations against me.

Whether the present case in every circumstance will
stand exactly parallel to mine, I am very far from presum-
ing to determine. I had served my country with industry,
fidelity, and success, and had received the illustrious tes-
timony of my conduct, the publick thanks of this house, I
was conscious of no crime, nor had gratified, in my services,
- any other passion than my zeal for the publick. I saw my-
self ignominiously discarded, and attacked by every me-
thod of calumny and reproach* Nor was the malice of my
enemies satisfied with destroying my reputation without
impairing my fortune : for this purpose a prosecution was
projected, a wretch was found out who engaged to accuse
me, and received his pardon for no other purpose; nor did
I make any opposition to it in this house, though I knew
the intent with which it was procured, and was informed
that part of my estate was allotted him to harden his heart,
and strengthen his assertions.

This, my lords, is surely a precedent which I have a
right to quote, and which will vindicate me to your lord-
ships from the imputation of partiality and malignity, since
it is apparent, that I do only in the case of another, what I
willingly submitted to, when an inquiry was making into
my conduct.

But, my lords, this is far from being the only precedent
which may be pleaded in favour of this bill; a bill which, in
reality, concurs with the general and regular practice of
the established law, as will appear to every one that com-
pares it with the eighth section of the act for preventing
bribery; in which it is established as a perpetual law, that
he who, having taken a bribe, shall, within twelve months,
inform against him that gave it, shall be received as an
evidence, and be indemnified from all the consequences
of his discovery.

To these arguments of reason and precedent, I will add
one of a more prevalent kind, drawn from motives of inter-
est, which surely would direct our ministers to favour the
inquiry, and promote every expedient that might produce